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1. The West German government was fully aware of the activities of the .1Ta1mann

circle of Naas recently arrestg 'by the British, but had. taken no action •

because it regarded. their activities as being far from coamdinated and CCrill.a

find no legal basis for immediate action. The_British were so informed two 1
Weeks before the arrests were made.

2. German government circles do not comprehmnd the ,wortive for the British action..

Speculation has brought forward. the following hypotbses:

a. That Sir Ivoile Kirkpatrick acted from personal uthitionisto bolster his

future position.

b. That the British wished to counteract an alleged American decision to . .

r)
release most. of the Nazi war criminals, both the important anes and the

Obscure ones.

c. That the BritishIlwanted ho grasp the initiative 811oving- the alleged lack

bf success of the talks between Churchill and tlibower.

That the British hoped to forestall any American plan to sponsor a German

national army in case the defense treaties shoVtld fail of ratification.
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3. Kirkoatrick's action is taken by the Germans as a discredit to the German

security services. The news became known in Bonn daring a meeting of all

-the state ministers of the interior, who than demanded and. receiver/from
..	 •	 ". •	 -

Dr.' Otto John a gtatement concerning the coverage of neo-Nazi activities by

the Office for the Protection of the Constitution, of which he is the head.'

Dr. Robert Lehr, the Federal, Minister of the Interior, and other iiportant

officials in Bonn are urging Chancellor Konrad Aderaeuer to write a letter to

Kirkpatrick asking for an explanation.

.4. Chancellor Adenauer, Mr. Reber, and Hig*Cammissioner Frangois-Poneet were

2ROmm2informed of the arrests simultaneously by three different British officers.	 •


